FRANCIS OF ASSISI
of generosity effects a repentance that papal bulls had
been powerless to produce.
One day Francis and Brother Masseo are walk-
ing along the road when Masseo suddenly asks: 'What
I want to know is why on earth everybody goes run-
ning after such a man as thee; thou art not handsome,
or learned, or of good family. What is it that people
see in thee?" Francis7 answer is memorable. "It is
because He has not found among sinners any smaller
man, more insufficient, or more sinful; therefore, He
has chosen me to accomplish the work He wills . . .
He could find none more worthless, and so would He
confound the dignity and grandeur, the strength, the
beauty and the learning of the world."
On another occasion he is walking with Brother Leo.
It is a bleak winter day and the cold is intense, but these
two friars are talking about the secret of perfect joy.
It is not, according to Francis, to be found in holiness
and the power to edify others, nor in the power to give
sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, or even to raise
the dead. Nor does it come through the ability to
prophesy, or to know all mysteries and to have knowl-
edge. Thereupon, Brother Leo, filled with surprise, im-
plores Francis to tell him wherein perfect joy can be
found. Francis' reply is given in "Little Flowers," the
fourteenth-century classic which records so many de-
lightful stories about the first Franciscans.
"When we arrived at Santa Maria degli Angeli,
soaked with rain, frozen with cold, covered with mud,
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